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Improving‌the‌Efficiency‌of‌Regional‌Balance‌Policies‌
in‌Iran‌by‌Emphasizing‌the‌Law‌of‌Balanced‌use‌of‌the‌

Country’s‌Facilities

Abs‌tract
Regional‌ economic‌ differences‌ are‌ a‌ hot‌ topic‌ in‌ regional‌ economy‌ and‌ are‌ one‌ of‌ the‌
indicators‌of‌economic‌security.‌This‌has‌always‌been‌one‌of‌the‌priorities‌of‌regional‌policy‌
makers‌to‌reduce‌regional‌disparities‌and‌dis‌tribute‌the‌budget‌and‌of‌society‌equally‌based‌
on‌different‌economic,‌health,‌social‌and‌infras‌tructure‌needs.‌The‌purpose‌of‌this‌research‌
is‌to‌inves‌tigate‌the‌provincial‌inequalities‌among‌the‌provinces‌of‌Iran‌based‌on‌the‌law‌
of‌balanced‌use‌of‌the‌country’s‌facilities.‌Hierarchical‌analysis‌method‌has‌been‌used‌to‌
achieve‌this‌goal.‌The‌findings‌of‌the‌research‌indicate‌that‌among‌the‌four‌main‌criteria,‌
the‌criteria‌of‌supervision,‌executive,‌legal‌and‌ins‌titutional‌management‌and‌s‌tatis‌tics‌and‌
information.‌It‌is‌ranked‌3rd,‌2nd,‌1s‌t‌and‌4th‌respectively.‌And‌among‌the‌30‌sub-criteria,‌
the‌lack‌of‌a‌transparent‌scientific‌mechanism‌in‌the‌dis‌tribution‌of‌national‌balance‌credits‌
between‌the‌country’s‌provinces.‌The‌exis‌tence‌of‌hidden‌and‌seasonal‌unemployment‌in‌
mos‌t‌of‌the‌less‌developed‌cities‌and‌the‌lack‌of‌inclusion‌of‌the‌city‌in‌the‌use‌of‌32‌plans‌
under‌the‌unemployment‌rate‌index‌in‌mos‌t‌of‌the‌cities.‌The‌low‌role‌of‌the‌Provincial‌
Planning‌and‌Development‌Council‌ in‌ the‌dis‌tribution‌of‌ inter-city‌credits‌based‌on‌ the‌
indicators‌ considered‌by‌ the‌Council‌ is‌ ranked‌firs‌t,‌ second‌and‌ third‌ respectively.‌And‌
it‌has‌ the‌greates‌t‌ impact‌ in‌ the‌field‌of‌ inequality,‌and‌ the‌criterion,‌ lack‌of‌sys‌tematic‌
communication‌the‌indicators‌of‌the‌balanced‌law‌and‌the‌plans‌and‌projects‌of‌Annex‌No.‌1‌
of‌the‌annual‌budget‌laws‌are‌ranked‌las‌t‌and‌have‌the‌leas‌t‌impact‌on‌inequality.
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1.‌Introduction
One‌of‌ the‌mos‌t‌basic‌ signs‌of‌ social‌ jus‌tice‌ is‌ the‌ spatial‌dis‌tribution‌of‌public‌
services.‌Social‌jus‌tice‌is‌the‌sus‌tainability‌of‌maintaining‌the‌interes‌ts‌of‌different‌
social‌ groups‌ based‌ on‌ the‌ optimal‌ increase‌ of‌ cos‌t,‌ income‌ and‌ facilities.‌One‌
of‌ the‌ balancing‌ s‌trategies‌ is‌ the‌ fair‌ dis‌tribution‌ of‌ resources‌ and‌ facilities,‌
the‌ dis‌tribution‌ of‌ services‌ and‌ ability‌ among‌ urban‌ areas.‌The‌ phenomenon‌ of‌
inequality‌between‌regions‌causes‌problems‌such‌as‌migration‌from‌backward‌and‌
deprived‌regions‌to‌developed‌regions.‌Determining‌the‌factors‌behind‌the‌cities'‌
backwardness‌provides‌the‌possibility‌for‌planners‌to‌act‌more‌favorably‌in‌the‌field‌
of‌optimal‌allocation‌of‌credits‌and‌reduction‌of‌injus‌tice‌or‌inequality,‌which‌is‌one‌
of‌the‌main‌goals‌of‌planners‌and‌the‌law‌of‌balanced‌use‌of‌facilities‌in‌order‌to‌
eliminate‌the‌development‌inequality‌between‌provinces.‌do‌It‌also‌gives‌the‌policy‌
makers‌ the‌possibility‌ to‌ implement‌ the‌necessary‌reforms‌in‌policy‌making‌and‌
implementation.‌During‌the‌las‌t‌decades,‌creating‌regional‌balance‌has‌been‌one‌of‌
the‌important‌and‌s‌trategic‌topics‌in‌the‌literature‌of‌the‌public‌sector‌economy.‌One‌
of‌the‌priorities‌of‌regional‌policy‌makers‌has‌always‌been‌to‌reduce‌the‌regional‌
inequality‌and‌dis‌tribute‌the‌budget‌and‌facilities‌of‌the‌society‌among‌the‌regions‌
based‌ on‌ different‌ economic,‌ social,‌ infras‌tructure‌ and‌ cultural‌ needs.‌ Various‌
regional‌economies‌will‌decrease.‌For‌this‌purpose,‌the‌law‌of‌balanced‌use‌of‌the‌
country's‌facilities‌was‌formed‌in‌order‌to‌create‌balance‌in‌the‌cities‌of‌different‌
provinces‌of‌the‌country.

2.‌Methodology
This‌research‌has‌been‌done‌with‌the‌aim‌of‌identifying‌the‌challenges‌and‌issues‌
of‌this‌law‌and‌the‌necessary‌priorities‌from‌the‌point‌of‌view‌of‌experts‌to‌improve‌
its‌ efficiency.‌ In‌ order‌ to‌ achieve‌ this‌ goal,‌ using‌ the‌Delphi‌method,‌ the‌mos‌t‌
important‌problems‌and‌issues‌of‌regional‌balance‌policies‌in‌Iran‌were‌identified‌
in‌accordance‌with‌the‌law‌of‌balanced‌use‌of‌the‌country’s‌facilities,‌and‌using‌the‌
hierarchical‌analysis‌method,‌the‌mos‌t‌important‌challenges‌from‌the‌point‌of‌view‌
of‌economic‌experts‌were‌counted‌in‌this‌article.‌While‌reviewing‌the‌provisions‌
of‌development‌programs‌in‌the‌field‌of‌regional‌balance‌and‌the‌law‌of‌balanced‌
use‌of‌the‌country’s‌facilities,‌the‌issues‌and‌problems‌of‌the‌law‌of‌balanced‌use‌
of‌the‌country‌should‌be‌identified‌from‌the‌eyes‌of‌experts,‌and‌while‌determining‌
the‌mos‌t‌important‌challenges‌and‌problems‌of‌the‌law‌related‌to‌regional‌balance‌
policies,‌ sugges‌tions‌ should‌be‌provided.‌At‌firs‌t,‌ after‌ examining‌ the‌principles‌
of‌ the‌ cons‌titution‌ related‌ to‌ regional‌ balance,‌ an‌overview‌of‌ the‌provisions‌of‌
development‌programs‌and‌their‌implementation‌process‌was‌discussed,‌and‌then‌
the‌challenges‌related‌to‌the‌law‌on‌the‌balanced‌use‌of‌the‌country’s‌facilities‌and‌its‌
implementation‌process‌were‌examined.‌Using‌the‌Delphi‌method,‌the‌challenges‌
related‌to‌The‌law‌of‌balanced‌use‌of‌the‌country’s‌facilities‌was‌identified,‌and‌then,‌
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according‌to‌the‌experts,‌these‌criteria‌and‌challenges‌were‌compared‌in‌the‌Expert‌
Choice‌software‌environment‌with‌the‌hierarchical‌analysis‌method‌and‌the‌mos‌t‌
important‌challenges‌were‌identified.‌The‌main‌criteria‌are‌legal‌and‌ins‌titutional,‌
executive‌management,‌monitoring‌and‌s‌tatis‌tics‌and‌information.‌

3.‌Findings‌and‌Discussion
According‌to‌findings,‌the‌monitoring‌criterion‌was‌ranked‌firs‌t‌by‌the‌elites‌with‌
the‌highes‌t‌score‌of‌0.272,‌and‌it‌was‌identified‌as‌the‌mos‌t‌important‌challenge;‌
And‌the‌criterion‌of‌s‌tatis‌tics‌and‌information‌is‌ranked‌las‌t‌with‌the‌lowes‌t‌score‌
of‌0.2,‌which‌is‌the‌leas‌t‌challenging‌from‌the‌point‌of‌view‌of‌the‌elites.‌Among‌
the‌30‌sub-criteria,‌the‌lack‌of‌a‌transparent‌scientific‌mechanism‌in‌the‌dis‌tribution‌
of‌ national‌ balance‌ credits‌ between‌ the‌ provinces‌ of‌ the‌ country,‌ the‌ exis‌tence‌
of‌ hidden‌ and‌ seasonal‌ unemployment‌ in‌mos‌t‌ of‌ the‌ less‌ developed‌ cities‌ and‌
the‌non-inclusion‌of‌ the‌city‌ in‌ the‌use‌of‌32‌ schemes‌under‌ the‌unemployment‌
rate‌index‌in‌mos‌t‌of‌the‌cities‌and‌the‌low‌role‌of‌the‌council‌The‌planning‌and‌
development‌of‌the‌province‌in‌the‌dis‌tribution‌of‌inter-county‌credits‌based‌on‌the‌
indicators‌considered‌by‌ the‌council‌with‌coefficients‌of‌0.048,‌0.046‌and‌0.045‌
has‌been‌ranked‌firs‌t,‌second‌and‌third‌respectively,‌and‌the‌criterion‌of‌ the‌lack‌
of‌sys‌tematic‌correlation‌between‌the‌indicators‌of‌the‌balanced‌law‌and‌the‌plans‌
and‌projects‌of‌Annex‌No.‌1‌of‌the‌laws‌The‌annual‌budget‌is‌ranked‌las‌t‌with‌a‌
coefficient‌of‌0.2.‌

4.‌Conclusion‌and‌Policy‌Implications
Therefore,‌ regional‌ policy‌makers‌ in‌ order‌ to‌ promote‌ regional‌ balance‌policies‌
in‌ the‌ country,‌ in‌ addition‌ to‌ increasing‌ the‌ role‌ of‌ the‌Provincial‌ Planning‌ and‌
Development‌Council‌in‌the‌dis‌tribution‌of‌national‌and‌provincial‌regional‌balance‌
credits,‌ optimal‌ allocation‌ of‌ balance‌ credits‌ to‌ regional‌ economic‌ indicators‌ to‌
reduce‌ regional‌ inequality‌ put‌ them‌on‌ their‌ agenda.‌ Integrating‌ balance‌ credits‌
into‌the‌total‌of‌provincial‌credits‌and‌allocating‌a‌percentage‌of‌it‌for‌the‌balanced‌
use‌ law,‌ integrating‌ balanced‌ credits‌ with‌ provincial‌ credits‌ and‌ determining‌
the‌ provincial‌ balance‌ document‌ agreed‌ upon‌ by‌ the‌ center-province-governor‌
organization,‌allocating‌10‌percent‌of‌the‌credits‌Acquiring‌the‌capital‌assets‌of‌the‌
country‌for‌the‌Law‌of‌Balanced‌Use‌is‌not‌three‌percent‌of‌the‌total‌general‌budget‌
of‌the‌government,‌preparing‌specific‌executive‌regulations‌for‌the‌Law‌of‌Balanced‌
Use,‌creating‌an‌independent‌row‌for‌the‌law‌in‌the‌annual‌budget‌bills,‌compiling‌
city‌ development‌ indicators‌ and‌ criteria‌ for‌ credit‌ allocation,‌ not‌ jus‌t‌ indicators‌
of‌balance,‌use‌ from‌ the‌balance‌credits‌ for‌ the‌purchase‌of‌ services‌ in‌some‌of‌
the‌covered‌areas,‌especially‌in‌projects‌and‌delegated‌activities‌such‌as‌technical‌
and‌ professional‌ services,‌ determining‌ reliable‌ and‌ valid‌ indicators‌ for‌ the‌Law‌
of‌Balanced‌Use‌and‌requiring‌the‌Iranian‌S‌tatis‌tics‌Center‌to‌prepare‌and‌update‌
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them‌at‌ the‌ city‌ level,‌ assigning‌ a‌ part‌ of‌Sources‌ of‌ balanced‌ law‌ to‌maintain,‌
s‌tabilize‌and‌continue‌the‌exis‌ting‌situation‌at‌the‌province‌level‌(improvement‌of‌
water‌network,‌sewage,‌energy,‌roads,‌etc.),‌-‌use‌of‌various‌scientific‌techniques‌
to‌rank‌unbalanced‌areas‌as‌a‌total‌index‌and‌consider‌it‌when‌Allocating‌credit‌to‌
provinces‌can‌be‌called‌as‌the‌mos‌t‌important‌way‌to‌improve‌regional‌balance.
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