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Abstract

Improving regional development policy is one of the most important challenges of countries. In
recent decades, regional development policy theories with the approach of delegating authority
to regions in order to improve the efficiency of the public sector and promote the balance
between regions have expanded greatly in economic literature. In the third development plan, a
new form of administrative and financial decentralization has been formed in Iran in line with
the regional development policy by creating the provincial income-expenditure system. The
purpose of this article is to examine the issues and problems of regional development policy
and ways to improve it. Using the Delphi method, the most important challenges of regional
policy are identified and then to reduce the issues and problems of regional development in
Iran, the main and secondary solutions are determined and to determine they were ranked
using the method (hierarchical analysis and TOPSIS). According to the hierarchical analysis
method, among the main indicators, the best mechanism for promoting regional development
policy in Iran is “designing a comprehensive monitoring system in the budget planning system
of the entire government in order to monitor regional development and balance and monitor
the way credits are spent in the provinces”. According to experts, according to the TOPSIS
method, the best indicator for promoting regional development policy is “redesigning the
provincial revenue-expenditure system (transparency in the amount of distribution of financial
and budgetary resources between regions of the country) and also “designing a comprehensive
monitoring system in the planning and budget system of the whole government in order to
monitor development and regional balance and monitor the way credits are used in the
provinces” is the best solution; therefore, policy makers and planners should pay attention to
these solutions to promote regional policy.
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